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discussing and determining a line, of making decisions. Above*
all the fine must be applied. A close watch must be kept o&
the execution of all decisions. Less idle chatter, fewer inter-
minable sessions where one talks about everything without decid-
ing anything* Less paper work. The best section secretary is-
one who writes little and who may be found every evening in'
a cell, who considers it as his essential task to give practical aid5
to the secretaries of the cells. The same goes for the regional"
secretary, who should spend the least possible time in his office
and the most in studying, on the spot, with the secretaries and the:
members of the section committees the problems that have to
be sovled.
We must also learn not to scatter our efforts, to concentrate
the attention of our militants and our organizations on the essen*
tial, on the principal tasks, the accomplishment of which will
necessarily lead to a greater activity in all areas. For instance,.
what are our principal tasks at this moment ? They are : (1) to
speed reconstruction, develop production ; (2) to elect a sovereign
national assembly which shall give to France her new constitu*
tion ; (3) to found, with our Socialist brothers, the great French
Working-Class Party. All organizations, all members of the Party
must concentrate their activities toward the accomplishment of
these primary tasks.
Finally, let us remember that self-criticism remains the con-
dition of all good work, of all progress on the part of the Party
and the movement of the masses. The great successes of the
Party sometimes bring a kind of dizziness to certain of our mill*
tants. They lose aD modesty, that essential qualification for a
Communist They make mistakes which they find difficult to
recognize and correct "To be able to recognize an erroi;openly,
to discover the causes of that error, to analyze the situation which
gave rise to it, to examine attentively the means of - correcting
it,5* it is that, Lenin taught us, which is the mark of a serious
party, a party which like ours, wishes to fulfil its obligations to
the working class, to the people, to France. (Applause.)